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The silvery-voiced bells rang out yesterday morn¬
ing to a clear, sparkliugBky and a cheerful, glow-
lug earth. The air was cold ami the edge ol the
freeze was keen, but the universal sunshine that
Was poured down by the generous sua glistened
through every atom of atmosphere as if it were a

dreamy sea studded with gems. Nature, of course,
tv.is in mourning in the parks of the city
find on the banks of her skirting rivers,
Jbut her funereal garments were of the bright
warm tints of Autumn, with russet streaks inter¬
spersed, and by the slight snow of Saturday even¬

ing they were fringed as with Arctic fur, with deli¬
cate flakes of white, that twinkled and blinked in
(he sun as did the diamonds that seemed scattered
over the pale carpeting of the earth. The streets
Were wet and muddy, but were early filled by the
iiuiet stream of church folks, upon whose faces the
l>rightness of the sky was lightly reflected
|n gentle smiles. Briskly they wended their
way toward the solemn portals, while
all the air was animate with the
carollings of the rich-toned bells; but an hour later
the streets were almost silent and deserted, while
within the sanctified walls of all the metropolitan
temples there were sounds of prayer, praise and
preaching. It is thus that New York worships,
clad in elegant clothing, in pews more finely up¬
holstered than many of the homes of the occupants,
While on the morrow the paths of weary toil and
tired thought or selfish pleasure ore trodden by
the worshippers ol to-day, unmindful ol the coming
In the future of yet another Sabbath. But still
the peace and pensive music of yesterday's throng
»nd of yesterday's church bells is not easily disjl-
pated in the memory, and Is not without its lasting
effect of good upon the siu-ladcn atmosphere of
pur great city.
The religious services In the various churches

Yesterday were very well attended, and the ser¬
mons were mostly of a very Interesting character,
|s will be seen by the following accounts.

CHUBCH OF THE DI8CIPLES.
(The Boston Fire In lta Worldly and Re¬
ligion* Aipectn.Tht Only True Rock of

Support.Sermon by Rev. George H.
Ilepworth.
There was the nsual largo attendance at the

lervlces yesterday morning at Steinway Iiall,
where the nucleus of the Church of the Dlxclples
ami meet for their Sunday worship. The eloquent
and popular pastor, Kev. George H. Hepworth,
preached, aud seizing, as he almost always
does, the topic of the hour, selected as the subject
Of his discourse "Great Ca'amitles and their Les-
pons," a subjoct, of coar*e, suggested by the Into
terrible lire in Boston. Ills text was Judges, xx.,
40:.
.tub flame of the citt ascended l*P TO

HEAVEN."
They had lately, he began, stood in the presence

Of many and great disasters. Property and life had
been destroyed to such an extent that the whole
.world seemed to t>e startled. It was only his prov¬
ince to speak of it In the light of religion: ho left it
to the political economists to study the causes, and
to the committee of Investigation to exam¬
ine the subject thoroughly, lucludlng that

Mansard roofs; and first, mind, In
B religious light, they were taught by

TUB OREAT BOSTON KI11K,
.he great lesson of dependence one on another.
9?o one can climb without dragging others up. No
pno can fall without dragging others down. The
/old question, "Am I my brother's keeper t" was

psked In the fires at Chicago and Boston. The
business of a great city resembled a row of bricks,
one of which cannot fall without the others failing
too. Business men came In contact. What affects
one affects another. The welfare of a great city
depended more than anything else upon the per-
nonal honor of its merchants.an honor that should
(Lave Its foundation In the

iiakdpan ok christian faith.
v This honor was everything. All through the busi¬

ness of the community there runs the silver thread
of Christian ialth. No one could rlne or lull, or rest
or lie Idle, but he affected the wnole. After en¬
larging further on this point he took up the char¬
acteristic 01 our national powers of recuperation.
"While ihe fire fiend burns all our riches, energy
and ambition and hope and ralth are lelt, and th< se
are the best riches that men can have. These men
arc specimens of an American product. They were
rich on Saturday night, they were poor on SUDday
morning; on Monday morning they began Hie
anew. Thank God lor our country, where lie Is no-
Idlest who climbs highest and works hardest; where
folrth Is nothing; where character, action Is

J\erythlng. In this connection he drew a graphic
ilcture or the attempt of a man trying to save a
woman's life at the late BoJton lire, and how both
perished by a wall crushing upon then). No poet
,would sing his name, lie traced our national pro¬
gress to the system of common schools, and then
nhowcd the enervating effect of too assldious at¬
tention to business. Our youth are trained lu
" A UOTBED OF EXCITEMENT.
lie would have reading rooms and gymnasiums
xv here now are rumsheps. What was lacking was

moral culture. Were they doing their duty to¬
ward their children f The seeds of Christian
lalth should be sown now. He looked In alarm
on the attempt to interfere with the little
rellgloua Instruction given from the desk of our

public schools, 'ihey Khould lay their hands on
their hearts and swear that the Bible shall not be
taken from the public schools. There was no fear
of children getting too much religion. They would
lii thankful if they got any. Finishing this topic of
Ills discourse he proceeded to show

THE CKCKRTAINTY OF RICHES
as another lesson of great calamities. If they were
to chose any city thought t<> be safest from a great
lire It would have been Boston. The fire fiend went
there; house after house tumbled to the ground;
acre after acre was burned over. What was granite v
what iron? The fire only stopped at the water's
tdge. A more elegant portrayal of a great fire can

liardly be imagined than that following. From this
bi&aterlr picture of

THE WRKCE OF MATTER.
lie tnrned to cheer his eager spell-bound listeners
With a bright and equally eloquent drawn picture
of what in this world was real, substantial, per¬
manent faith In God. Here was safety. There

pa* safety uowheic else. Them wa* a liod above

them. Tnero wan a Christ above them. Let them
lose their money and there Is manhood left. Let
them stand on the grave and their thoughts are
among Hie stars. Tho soul won safe with God. lie
did not leel that he had talked to them as he would
like. All he could say In conclusion was to puttheir trust in Christ Jcaaa and all would bo well.

SEVENTH AVENUE PRE8BYTEEIAN OHUEOH.
The Boston Conflagratlon-ll, GreatL.es-
»ona.The Public Pre., and the Klre-
Tlhe Morality of the Bo.tonlnn. Not
e tll*B the Wickednos. or the Chl-

fBKon 11a.

'I he morning services in the Seventh Avenue
Presbyterian church were yesterday conductcd by
the licv. s. 11. Graham. TLe congregation was
large, mr.nv having attended for tho purpose of
hearing the pastor discourse ou the great confla¬
gration that has devastated Uoston. The reverend
gentleman chose as his text Psalms civ., 4. lie
commenced his so-rinon by making allusions lo the
great cffects that sometimes spring iroin very
small and Insignificant causes. Only a week ago
it was seen how, from a comparatively small be¬
ginning, that lire spread throughout lioston which
has devastated some of the grandest btruoturcs ou
the Continent, in one hour tiiey have seen what
had taken years of husbandry to accumulatc com-
plotely destroyed by tho ravages or lire. The les-
sons to bo derived from that conflagration do
noi speak simply to tho inhabitants of uoston' but
it miiy be contemplated in all tho laud in which
wo live, and by the worlo wherever the news of
that great lire lias been carried.

TlIK TIIKKB IIUKAT LH&S0N3 OP Till: I'IRE.
Now, u that lire is a minister oi God, what does it

teach? What service does it render to the cause
ol the groat Author of the universe? Thosu are the
questions which a consideration of tho groat
calamity suggests, and it is proper tj look at thoin
under three aspects. Klret. as its natural lessons ;
second, as its providential lessons; and third,
as its gracious or raoroiful lessons. In tho natural
lessons we learn how much weaker science is than
the laws of nature.that is, God's laws of nature.
\\ e live in a land which boasts of ingenuity and skill,
and much ol the boasting has been vain boasting
as the lire in Ilostou attests. All the resources mr
the extinction of lire had been procured; all that
mechanism and ingenuity could aecomplishhad boen
accomplished, and tho people ol lioston supposed
that they wore periectly safe lrom any assault that
lire might make upon them. And yet God in a

single hour proved that the greatest ingenuity aud
wisdom of man can suggest is but a drop as com-

Pared with tho great power or His
will. i ho laws of nature aro frcnnetitlv
more powerlui than tho laws ol sclencd,
than the ingenuity nnd skill, and philosophy and
wisdom of man. It lias been said by those who
wore capaple of judging that perhaps no city In
the land m which wo live was ho impervious
to lire as l.oston. And yet what, was supposed to

be fireproof buildings, containing the possessions
of the rlcli ones i#i tno ourMi, havo passed away in
one day. There is no exception made to the gen¬
eral principle that tne things ol this earth do "lake

W'"K8 a,lj !'y away." It teaches the
supt owe lolly ol supposing any one rich, and of
supposing no one can lose his possessions. l'conic

.'!? ,\° ""l'l'080 tliat. they hi,and in need of
nothing; thai they are independent of any agency
or instiumentality whatever. Why, there is no-
tnlng in this world but what is subject to somo
ol the elements th«t God lias In store and which
have already utterly desl roved the proudest and
gieatest and most period works oi'nian.

T,IK J'Kovioentiai, lesson or tiik fire.

i » 2 alj®cnce of 8ullering in connection with the

hJ »oi"ettiin^ for which we had reason to
be thankful. How diU'ercnt was the case iu con¬
nection with tliar calamity which occurred tlilrte "i

j?® '9 ago in Chicago I Well, then, tho people of
lioston and tho other cities huve hccu, in tho ab¬
sence Oi that sulleriug, mercy tempered with jus-
w?th could see also a cure iu connection
with tlies.. fires. 1 rovldeiico teaches in the late

tho ? T new }0,k H',d 11,0 ll(1jacent cities, but
the whole civilized world. Instruction and warninjr
Tho lesson is very instructive. The words winch

v e read in those flames ure not in italics, but Iu tlie
largest capitals. Every Blugio word and syllable
and letter are made manifest.

TUB F1KB lll'MBLES BOSTON.

?1,0
Od thing in connection with that Are is

that it has a tendency to humble lioston. It ml" hi
be that Aew York may no humblod by the sa*iue
means, riie evident interpretation ol tho great
calamity is, In other words, that tho foundation o-
Boston must bo laid in the truth and (iod's Word
boioro it Is sale, and tho foiindilions of the citr ol
New J ork must be built, upon the Word ol God be¬
fore it Is saio. Hut the iiro warns as well as in-

inrordfnftrUT iir^nW8t "mt tllc vcry clo,nente which
i

circumstances are our slaves may at
times bee.mo our most destructive enemies, '/no
very air we breathe may become a tempest, a tor¬
nado oi imiricane, and thus prove one of the most

U ruble aeenoies lor our destruction. It is well to
recognize tnat while those elements of God are

for their benefit!^' tlu*arcaiso g4VuU ^ mankind

Tn !>E';'riES'CT 0P TnK rrtBT.IC PREPS.
g the providence of God iu its merciful

aspect it Is seen that it lilts the heart from the
creature to the Creator. There was no such con-

t tned ffiowhJJ" tl10 8ec,,lai' Papers which con-

wmii<? accounts of tbe cata itropho. it
would have been productive of much irood bad

Hrftii'i
made in the daily press to tho

spiritual aspect of the great conilaKratlou Thn

P'5'J talked about architecture being at luuit; but
'' the lire did not lilt the hearts of men lrom the

rrsult/ethpn th<Pn(?tor ana thc leH*on 'ails of its

other wav and T^h^Uy n!Ust "e turue(1 in some

pv..r Perhaps with greater fires than
cvtr. if lioston clous not pro lit and every nation

examiil? w'hirh' 1t,,rouK''» Boston's examnle.that
example which has cost her many millions of
(lo.lars then the lesson of the crreat lire Iris tni'imi

tef?h a «reat leason
*
o fhe people o'f

\oik then it may happen that a simii ir >mi >.

ment may overcome this city,
IUr JUUl*

inoepbndrnlk and morai.ttv
Bo, ton is proud of its independence it does not

depend on New York or Philadelphia?nn.l 1ms Ume
dependence on any other citv in the wnriii it

t nought it was an independency ; but what is its

peotj^e ofCthiit c?tv ? if1^411 1)0 ProvMeimal to the
p opic or tnat city If they remember that (>o<i'H
honor and (Jotl's truth are lar more important th in

the truth and honor and Integrity and itneUect
u°f» .¦

or a thousand cities, Uoston
!! ! rnorallty, was no better than Chicago'

with all its wickedness. Here are two extremes'
efceed.ns:ly wiciced, and the other ro-

ISuiMk morality, but for no eenuine

was the °evif? Ho<ltn. rel,fflon-
was lae e\ii? Boston was remarkatiip >w

being the birthplace of American liberty but ovCn
WftS the <.».«. had they a right to coin

" °nf their sufferings In view of the absence of

ffuiMrwi.; i
wouhl teach nations and states and

Individuals and the world that He Is all-nowerini
and that all things, whether gold or silver whether

\\ZdBk!?ortK«ea> rcal estate or stonTbelonied to
Him alter all, and they should learn that iiu
glory is of more Importance than their conceit t
will b a valuable lesson to those who hi. w t

"¦Ti ith.e griat eveut lr 11 wi" change fhelr ndt*
^ JeHus t'hHsr^'u "Dnal"?ora"ty l»to a religion

.hi.. * 11,3 we. I.known that iu lioston
there have sprung up a great many
... __

IBCCLWIASTICAL ISMS,
are told that these Isms are not Inspired

y the spirit and religion of Jesus Chrint i h*»r<

pre that contlagratlon will bi vaiuablolo them ii
it produces a change in this very respcct. Moralitv
is no better than wickedness, and will save a sotd
bo more than blasphemy can. It is a currency

P.a» >cs .
true value w"h some men 'but

nevertheless there is nothincr that can wiuh

wPi »Iut 'he bloo<l of Christ, and every doctrine
w hlch excludes the person and work of Christ.tho

great atonement.incurs the highest penaltiesJfho people of Boston never recognized Jesus
Christ in a preut measure, ami if ihv do not

beThrownftff D°W UUOth':r tU,1Bdcrbo" "'a>

CHURCH OF THE DIVINE PATERNITY.
Dr. Chnpln on the lioaton KIre«.The lies-
won To Be Learned from the Great
Catastrophe.
Dr. Chnpln preached at his church, corner Of

Forty-fifth street and Fifth avenue, yesterday
morning, on the subject of the Custon lire and
other disasters which liave recently visited our
country, taking for his text Job v., 0:."Although
affliction cometh not fuith of the du.-tt, nor doth
trouble spring out of the pround."
The book of Job, said the reverend gentleman, Is

a cry from the heart, a story that comcs to the
business and the bosoms or mankind, a narrative
of troubles and sorrows that came trooping toward
him and his household thicker than they could be
told. In studying It one sits down to ponder over

TUB MYSTEIIY OP EVIL.
There have been many troubles and disasters

since the day of Job, but from each and all of them
has sprung this question or the mystery or evil.
Of one thing only we are certain. In all the great
calamities that befell us, as in the daily recurring
changes of nature, there Is no chance work. There
is no chance incident anywhere. The opposite
conclusion, If accepted, must imply an atheistical
belief. Then there must bo intention ; and in the
intention of the Provldenco that produces our

calamities lies the mystery of evil. Affliction
cometh not forth from the dust, neither doth
trouble spring out of the ground. These words or
old are the words or to-day. They are the asser¬

tion or a universal law or Providence, tho religious
world accepting Providence as a being whose ex¬

pressed will is the meaning or the law. While this
universal law id truo of the material world, it

U equally trne conoernlng the moral world, tne
woria of mind, or man; and as the might 1 at lories
or nature are Invisible, so an Invisible purpose ac¬
tuates the deeds of a man's life. What is It that
makes

WHAT WB CAM, IIISTORYt
This Invisible purpose running through the lives
of men and or nations. The heroism of one man,
the meanness, the tyranny of another, the imbe¬
cility or a third, are smelted by grand historical
mechanism into results, and what saves the
product but this invisible purpose, toward whioh
the universal law ol the moral world is guided t No
great public occurrence can bo called either acci¬
dental or inscrutable. It is one of a series that
have come la their turn lor six thousand
or six million yoars, and It moans that
Providence is untiringly carrying out Its great
purposes, it seems that misfortunes gather to¬
gether like birds swooping to their prey. The
homely sayinga, "Misfortunes never comu singly,"
"it never rains but It pours," illustrate a truth
tli :t has ooen oxctnplilicd through all ages. The
prcscut tune seems to be

A GYCLK OP CATASTUOrilK.
The volcauo, the earthquake, the tempest, the

flood, have iHl soourged the world in their various
ways, and within a year the Eastern and the West¬
ern horizons of our own country have been light d
by tho blaze or disastrous tires. There Is one
trenchant lesson ail theso teach us at once. '1 hey
teach that there iu a rower above and beyond us
against whom we can do nothing; that we stand
upon ground which is insecure; that we own
treasures which will fade, and thai our granite
mansions will melt if that something above so
wills, and that we arc as naught before it. As to
those who are

I Lll'l'ANT WITH TUB WORD JUDOKBNT,
let tho lesson be taught them as the counsellors of
Job were taught from the midst ol the terrible
earthquake. it:it these g-re.it calamities teach us
also la1' lesson ol the necessity ol human care and
waloliftilnchs. Is it a mystery that the plague
should sack the impure places and tho loui spots,
anil Is human responsibility clear when it has
pitched its tent where.there were ranks ol living
men, and t!ic night oomelh and the ground is
strewn with human carcases, and the ships at
sea are drifting chamois ? .sciouce has been gain¬
ing the mastery over the plague til comes from
tlw East, but does that show that its diead visits
lire any tho less the work ol Providence, or that.
Its dreadful devastation is less a witness to our
own carelessness^ Officers are neglectful, the ship
unseaworthy, tiio machinery defective, and a storm
at sea adds another to our list of dire disasters,
'l'lioro is no calamity that does not have ltd huunvu
side and present these

LB&30NS 01' WAKNINO ANP 01' CAUTION
to the human intellect. But there 1b one great good
always subserved by these great catastrophes. The
individual man is advanced to a higher grand ur
by each recurring calamity. The busy chase alter
material good is suddenly checkcd, and man com¬
prehends that there is a higher good. '1 he life that
bas-beeti narrowed down by avarice to the acquisi¬
tion ol' material wealth alone comprehends how
frail and delusive has been his aim when his granite
blocks melt away like snow beiore the lire aud tho
.released forces of Nature break Irom their fiery'womb. Itut another great good that ls born of the
Bo fton lire is the sympathy that is engendered iu
the hearts of all men by her misfortune, and

Til K SrEKl.INO MANHOOD
that is called into being by the demnnds of the
occasion. I am not myself of Boston or of New
England, but l love and i;onor Boston, not lor her
materia1 acquisitions, nut ior her granite blocks,
but lor f a1 institutions ol learning, her colleges,
her progress in ldeaa, her Intellect, her men. 1
can see In the demeanor of her tons to-day the
rcilcx ol their fathers. 1 see the lathers in that
ancient December snow, amid that ancient wilder¬
ness, building an empire on their Western rock, and

1 see the sons, with their lathers' spirit, mamulty
fighting the names and nobly confronting tho dis¬
aster that threatens ruin. There are great lessons
and great good in an calamities, ior "amotion
cotnetu not lorth irom theduat, neither doth tiouble
spring out oi the ground."

ST. FRAN0I3 XAVIEB'S CHURCH.
Sermon by the Rev. Father Mcrrielc, S.
J,.What CoiHlitntcs a Catholic T.Is
there Salvation Outside the CatlioJic
Church!
Tlio sermon at this church yea'erday was

preached by the Itcv. Father Merrick, who took for
ilia text that portion or tiie Gospel or the day
which reads, "The kingdom of heaven is like to a

grain of mustard seed which a man took and sowed
in his Held; which is the least, indeed, of ull seed;
but when it is grown up it is greater than all seeds,
and becometh a tree so that the blrus ol the air
come and dwell in the branohca thereof." The
Saviour, said the reverend gentleman, spoke in
parables, us was the custom of tho people of the
East. It was by means of parables that the people
were tauuht in everything, and in speaking to
them in the parable of tho mustard seed tho
Saviour did that which would have the most cur¬
tain effect upon llis hearers. The mustard seed
spoken ol was tho Word of God, the great tree
which 8'iraug from it the Church of Christ, and the
birds that flockcd to its branches were ttio true
Christian members 01 that Church.the children of
God.

THE ELECT Ol' HEAVEN.
The reverend Father then went onat considerable

length, arguing to show that the itomau Catholic
Church was the only true Church. It it was not
the true Church then there was no God. Outside
of the Catholic Church there was no salvatiou.
This was an article of faith in the Church, and
every Catholic was bound to believe It. But It
should be borne In mind that the Church had, so
to speak, a soul und body, anil that Catholics might
belong to the body without belonging to the soul,
and that uon-Cathollcs might In reality belong to
the soul and yet not belong to the body. In other
words, It did uot follow that because a man was a
Catholic and outwardly practised ail that his re¬
ligion exacted of him ho was any surer of Ills sal¬
vation than a non-Catholic. If lie sinned in secrct,
although he might have faith of that kind that
moved mountains, and to all appearances waa

A (iOOD OHULSTIAN,
he was certain, II lie died in that state, to be
doomed to eternal puuishu ent. This kind of a
Catholic belonged to the body of the Church and
not to tho soul. lie had faith, It is true, but lalth
alone cauuot secure our eternal salvation.

GOOD WOKUS
mnat accompany lalth, and without good works
and iaith combined it was impossible to please God.
Now as to the non-Catholics who belonged In
reality to the soul of the Catholic Church. There
were undoubtedly many persons who were not
Catholics as lar as attending the services in a
Catholic ohurch were concerned, and wno of course
did not partake of the sacraments, who were in
reality Catholics. The teaching of the Church that
outside of the Catholic Church nobody could be
saved did not mean thut everybody who was uot a
Catholic would be damned; that because a man
was a Presbyterian, a Methodist, an Episcopalian or
because he belouged to any Protestant sect, he
was necessarily doomed to go to hell. Such was
not the teaching of tne Catholic Church. As ho
had said before there were those who oelonged to
the soul of the Church and not to the body. These
were In reality Catholics. True they might not
"belong" to the Catholic Church as the term la
generally understood, but they were for all that
Catholic in the true sense the Church means It to
be understood. And who were these Catholics who
did not "belong" to the Church and yet were Cath¬
olics ? They were those who led good Uves, who
believed In Christ and were Ignorant ol tho fact
that the Catholic Church was the only true Church:
who, in other words, were anxious to be right and
who prayed to God and strove to Und out whether
the religion they followed was really the right one,
and, who, it they became convinced that the Cath¬
olic Chuich was

TUB ONLY TRUE CHURCH,
would join her communion. These were really In
the eyes of the Church Catholics. Htill this is' no
reason why those outside oi the pale of the Church
should think that they were all right and that theycould secure their salvation as easily out of it as in
it: for those only who did not deceive themselves
into the belief that they could jog along throughlife on any road aud yet reach heaven were Cut ho¬
lies belonging to the soul of the Church, though not
to the body. And It was eusy to deceive ourselves
into tills kind of bellcr. We were living in an ageof infidelity, ol materialism, or anti-religion. Y>o
could easily dccelve ourselves by our self-love by
our ambition, by our vanity, by our love of the ap¬plause ol the world, Into the belief that because we
did no great wrong to anybody,

WENT TO CIIUUL'H RKOULART.T,and to all outward appearances were good Chris,
tians, had lalth in all that the Church teaehes and
yet inwardly were guilty or some mortal sin, we
would be saved. A man of that stamp, even thoughhe was a member ot the Catholic church as lar as
outward signs went, was not a Catholic. Better
far that a man were a wild Indian, born in the Ig¬
norance or the wilderness and ignorant of the
Word of (iod, than to be a Catholic only in name In
a great city where his mode of life would scandal¬
ize other souls that God desired to save. To be
pleasing to God, to make our salvation sure, we
should have charity in our hearts.the love of God
above ull things. lie who had this must be a be¬
liever in God and would do good works, and live a
life outwardly and Inwardly that God would re¬
ward by a Hie of eternal happiness. We might bybeing Catholic" outwardly only deceive ourselves:
but we could not deceive God. He alone knew our
Inmost thoughts.our most secret actions. Bythem as well as by our actions that our neighbors
could bear witness to we should be judged. The
reverend Father then closed by exortlng his hear¬
ers to so live that they would receive the recom¬
pense which uod reserved for those only who
served Him faithfully here on earth.

LYRIC HALL.
Neither Poverty Nor Wealth Desirable for
Mankind.The Advantages of the Poor
Over the Hlch.The Poor Women of
America.Sermon by the licv. O. B.
Froth Innham.
The hull looked very well yesterday, having,

since last Sabbath, received a new frescoing; aud,

contrary to what might hwre been expected from
tbe sudden change of weather, contained an un¬

usually large congregation. Jlr. {Totttlngham
preached on

TBI PERILS OP POBTfNB AND MISFOBTCNB,
having for his text Proverbs, xxx., 8, 9."Give me
neither poverty nor riches," Ac. These words are
ascribed to Agur; but who he was nobody knows.
The remarkable thing about this prayer is its mo¬
tive. It is a common thing to depreoate poverty,
and a few deprecate wealth; but it is not a
common thing lor one to think as Agur aid.
He prefers the temperate zono : ho would have
each season in its turn ; be would not bo eternally
pinched with cold nor parched with heat. And
Agur is right. The extremes of poverty are no
uioro to be dreaded then the extremes of wealth.
Look at tho Esquimaux. His Summer is too short
for the ripening of fruit and vegetables. Their
being has no development. They have no time to
cultivate their mliid, their civilization, their re¬
ligion. Ho with tbe other extreme. The South
8ea Inlander bus nothing to think or. llis .ood is
tbe iruit; his covering is the leaves. What induce-
m nt bus he for work? They have no religion, but
overwhelming superstition. They have no litera-
tuie, no science, no art ami civilization. Men speak
or the virtue 01 the poor.

THK KXTKEMI; OK TUB 100R HAVE NO VIRTUE.
Th -.y cannot ail'ord it. Conscience is too expen¬
sive. They must struggle for life. All their incul-
tioa arc tuned (o instruments lor gam. Among tho
rich is character Hny riper t Do you llnd the r.ch
leading the great re-ormsY Ko, they have not time.
Cod is merely the grand maker ol ail, aud they
merely

TAKE CUBIST INTO A PARTNERSHIP
with their joys. It is oi.!y in teiqjierature that
tilings are evenly balanced for the development of
mankind. Willi the extremes of wealth and
poverty wo have nothing. What ure tiij poor.
wiiftt arc the rich V Aie the poor dependeut and
the rich independents Nobody ih taken up in anus
and carried through the wor.d, aud 11 A falls it ih
riiiucd. Another definition id that the poor man's
struggle is hard iiHd desperate, while the rich
man's labor is light and ms profits large. What
hajiDcned in Chicugo a year ago, mid iu

BOSTON BKVliN BAYS A(JO f
The poor man is he who struggles for life; the
rich man Is he who lives without astrokoof lauor.
The man with Uttle means but with lew wants is a
rich man, and the man with a million but who
has to work is a poor man. The question is which
state is more tellcltous, those who have small labor
and large iiroiits and tluihe who have great labor
and small profits? Happiness is the reeling we
have ol tilings about us. It it; the titillation ol ior-
tuiie. Happiness depends much upon nealih, and
wiio shall say that the poor have not :is much health
as the rich V Happiness depends upon tempera¬
ment, the habit or rciolctng when joyous things
come on and ol hopofUlly facing a darkened future,
and who shall say that tho poor have not as good
temperaments as the rich 1 Hut they aro
most in the way of ovorcomlug infelicity
who are busy. Even men of melan¬
choly temperaments rise above It all In
striugorit einerg.:noies. Aud I believe that there Is
more real sadness among the rich than among tho
poor. The rich can rub their wouuds; the poor
have no time lor such an indulgence. And this Is a
reason why tho women or America are so aliected
with

MELANCHOLY AND ENNtri.
They arc so dependeut. Give them employment,
and tills vacuity quickly vanishes. And 1 there-
lore believe that tile poor have the advantage of
the rich in point of temperament. They have still
auother advantage. Happiness depends upon tbe
faculty of being surprised. The rich man, who al¬
ways has what he desires, cu oys but a monoto¬
nous existence. Everything taat a poor man adds
to his store 1* a goal attained. Aud the poor have
the greatest chaucos lor the highest human devel¬
opment. Christ's disciples were fishermen and
taxgalherers; Christ himself was a carpenter's son.

ST. STEPHEN'S CHUBCH.
Sermon by tlic Rev. Vnihrr Glackmeyer.
Progrcsi of the Mission.'The Parable of
the Muittai'd Seed Agnlu.Au Appeal to
Slnntrii
At St. Stophon's churcli, Twenty-eighth street,

large congregations attended each of toe masses
yesterday morning. The numbers in attendance at
the high mass, which was celebrated at hair-past
ten o'clock by tlio Hev. Father Flynn, flllcd the
church In every part, galleries, aisles and transept
being crowded. These extraordinary audiences
were duo to the mission uow being given in this
church by tho Jesuit Fathers, under the leadership
of the cloqucut and learned Father aiackmoyer.
But not only at the services yesterday has the mis'
sion attracted thousands to the religious ezerclsjs
and sermons, but every day for the pa3t two weeks
the church an l basement chapel have been over¬
filled with persons approaching the sacrainout of
penance and participating in the various duties
prescribed by the missionaries. During the past
two weeks the mission was conducted exclusively
for women, and

TIIB FAI1 SEX
came hither from all parts of the city to unburden
themselves of tnclr manifold peccadilloes and ac¬
quire that strength of heart and patient for¬
bearance which, it Is said, eventually lead back
from wayward ways the very uuruly lords of crea¬
tion. For tho ensuing two weeks the Fathers will
devote themselves entirely to the instruction or
men, and the confessionals and services of the
Fathers will therefore be given to men exclusively.
A mass will be celebrated each morning at five
o'clock, without any instruction, so that working-
men can attend and be able after the mass to get
to work at the same hours as heretofore. Con¬
fessions will be heard every day from lour o'clock
in the morning until midnight. The enthusiasm
manliest,ed by the people attending the mission is
something wondertui.

OLD ABSENTEES
from church people, who had begun to think that
religion was all a humbug, have been brought back
to penitence and grace by the almost magic iuilu-
euce ol the mission exercises. There is a some*
tiling in the missionary's preaching unlike the or¬
dinary discourse on the ordinary Sunday. The
mission and all Its surroundings seem to possess
most peculiar influences; but the missionary
preaching In itself is a leaturc that is almost in¬
spiring iu the sudden eillcacy of its appeals and the
sincere response it meets in thousands and thou¬
sands of hardened consciences. The sermon yes¬
terday morning was preached by the Rev. Father
Glackmeyer, who took his text from the Gospel of
tho day, which narrates

THE PARABLE OP THE MUSTARD SEED.
This familiar parable was eloquently explained by
the eminent Jesuit. The subject, so well suited to
the mission in which the parish Is engaged, was
made use of to teach how the Saviour, from His
first moments in Bethlehem to Ills death on Cal¬
vary, was the seed that, being put in the earth,
grew to a spreading tree, and how in the glorious
heaven above as well as in the Christian Church on
earth Christ dwelleth, infinite in Ills amiability,
and still showing how the tree has grown Irom the
little seed. Trie preacher's exposition of the
Trinity, of the glory of God in the heavens, of

Till ETERNAL KCSTACY
of the hosts around them, was a powerful passage
in the discourse, but not more eloquent than the
contrast he drew between the Son of Cod seated
on the right hand of the Father and the Divine
Child In the manger, warmed only by toe breath of
ati ox. In speaking of the vanity ot the world and
how fleeting are its honors anu its glory, he al¬
luded to a traveller's visit a few years since to
Paris, where the amiable and- bcautllul Kmpre.-s
reigned In the most imperial dignity, full ol loveli¬
ness or mind and lace, and then took the traveller
to the little English village where Eugenie more
recently resided, and where she might be seen
with a face pale irom sorrow,

IIKH BEAUTY PADED
and nothing left to her but the calm and sweet re¬
flections ot her holy religion. In concluding Father
Glackmeyer besought his hearers not to neglect
availing themselves ot the opportunity the mission
afforded them to approach the sacraments.
The music of the mass was Haydn's No. 2. This

mass, or course, was solemn and stately, not offer¬
ing to the singers any chance to revel in sotne of
the brilliant solos which arc to be found In modern
compositions. Miss liowson and Miss Munler both
sung with their usual Udelity, aud Colcttl and Bern¬
hardt were equally up to t lie mark. Danforth's
performance on the organ showed his customary
care aud ability, and altogether the mass went
along admirably.

CHUBOH OF THE MESSIAH.
Sermon by the Rev. W. H. Cudworth.

The Power of Faith In Christ.
The Rev. W. H. Cudworth, of Boston, preached

yesterday morning In the Church of the Messiah,
taking for his text the exclamation of Peter, wheni
for want of faith, he was on the point of sinking
beneath the waves of the Sea of Galilee, "He lp,
Lord, or I perish." He began by telling the story
of this incident of Peter's life. Peter had sprung
overboard from the little vessel, flllcd with faith in
Jesus. It was trne that he had received an invita¬
tion to do so from the Master, but bo strong and
exalted was his faith that lie would probably have
thus displayed his confidence in the

SATIN (1 INFLUENCE
of Christ cvon without any special encouragement ;
but after he had touched the water Ills laltn evan¬
ished, and ho gave way to the natural terrors of
his situation. Probably he could not swim, and,
overcome with alarm, he cried out, In the ex
tremlty of his need, "Help, Lord, or I perish." Mr.
Cudworth proceeded to apply this narrative to the
Christian IITo with mucfi force and eloquence.
Many or us, he said, labored and groaned aud
fretted under a load of

TROI HLKH AND EMBARRASSMENTS
and sorrows, nine-tenths or which, if w* were wise
enough to nave faith, we should throw overboard
as Peter did his body, trusting in the Lord for liclp-
and assistance. The proper course for us to pur¬
sue was to do all iu our power to aid ourselves

and then conflde the rest to Christ, Mirarcd that
He would do all things lor the bent. In Christian
enterprises.Hunday schools and mil* ons and
other similar undertakings, how frequently we
fainted for fear of landed troubles, lustcad of
trusting In the l^ord. Unbelief was indeed the

PAL8Y OP Til 8 SOUL,
against which we should unceasingly Btruggle and
light. With faith we might do all things; without
it we should sink, as die. the Apostle i'eicr. And in
praying for help we could not do better than imi¬
tate the prayer In the text. We should not senti¬
mentalize too much; we Bhould simply ask tor
what wo wanted most urgently at the presenttime, and leave the rest to Jesus. Mr. cudworth
also alluued to the

MIRACULOUS PAST
of this fiospol narrative, and said that it (lid not
frighten or pe plex him at all. lie had confidence
in the integrity and truthfulness and common
sense of the Evangelists, and he believed simply
that what they said had occurred had really hap¬
pened, and that 1'eter by a miracle had been en¬
abled to walk upon the sea. He closed by au ear¬
nest appeal to his hearers to cultivate the Christian
duty of unbounded ialtli in Christ.
Next bunday evening tins church will be the

scene of an interesting ceremouy in the installa¬
tion of its new pastor, the llov. 11. Powers, These
services oniony the Unitarians, though simple. ar<>
very solemn and impressive, a:id there will doubt¬
less be a large attendance. The Ucv. l>r. bellows
will conduct the rites 01 oi diuation.

ST. PATRICK'S OATHEDBATj.
The Progress of Cstholli lim-Scrinon by
Father Starrs.Imposing Ceremonies
snd Requisite Music.
The ccremonlos of high muss at the Cathedral

yesterday were grand and imposing, rendered
more so by the brilliant music which tho choir dis¬
coursed. Gustav Schmitz's Mass Mo. 6, which is
noted for Its simplicity and beauty, was rendered
by a full choir and a targe chorus. Madame
ChomC's interpretation of Mercadantc's "Ave

M irln," which she sang at the offertory was re¬
markably fine, as was also the quartet in the "Credo"
by Mine. Chouie, Mine, linger, Mr. Riedel and Mr.
Urchs.

llcv. Father Starrs preached tho sermon, which
was founded on the text of the Gospel for the day,
Matthew, xlii., ai and 35.

TUB 0181' OK TIIB SKRMOM
will be found in the lollowing summary:.In this
parable our Lord Jesus Christ spoke of the Church
He was about to found. Uo said that at first it
would be like unto ttie mustaru seed, but that In
time it would grow to ponderous dimensions, and
that all tho notions of the earth, which are pre¬
sented to us as the birds of the air, would come
and seek shelter under it. In the history of the
Catholic Church we have the realization of the
parable. At first it was small and insignificant; it
was trampled upon by the pagan world; notwith¬
standing which It has strode on to its glorious
manliest destiny, and is to-day the greatest powerin tho civilized world.

CHRIST WAS TDK MUSTARD HIED
of which He himself speaks, and ttie grand tree
which shelters the birds ot the air is tlic Church
wliicli He built upon a rock.
The Church, like the plant which generated from

the mustard seed, has been time and againtrampled upon, but still to-day she stands lorth
the same soiid old edifice, against which the gatesOf hell cannot prevail, ami who does not feel the
adverse workings of men, which are but impotent
head winds, which do not impede the progress of
the noble ship of Church
The parable lias again been realized in this Re¬

public. Those of you who have been In this
country lor the last twenty or twenty-live yearshave witnessed

THE PROGRESS OP TIIB CHURCn HERE.
At first insignificant and small, it has gradually
grown until now it extends Its arms to the most
remote corners of the land. Those of you who are
listening to nie to-day have but an intimation of
of what the Church will be in a century from now.
You are the IiIocks in tho edifice ot the Church.
Staud firm and you will receive the meed of the
Just.a blessing which I wish you all.

TRINITY METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH.
Meeting In Bclialt of the Chtirch Kxtcn-
Hlon anil Mission Work.Addresses by-
Bishop Foster and General Fisk, of St.
Louis.
A meeting la behalf of the New York City Church

Extension and Missionary society of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, of which John it. Cornell is
President, was held In tho Trinity Methodist
church, on Thirty-fourth street, liist evening. Tho
large edifleo was filled to overflowing, indicating
the interest of the Church in the labors of the
Society, wlilcn are for the purpose of carrying the
Gospel to those in our city who, irom one cause and
another, never attend upon the ministry of the
word at any of the various churches.
The moeting was conducted by Bishop Janes,

one of the oldest supeilntendents of that porsua-
sion. After tho usual religious exercises, consist¬
ing of singing and prayer, the Bishop arose and
said:."We arc assembled here as worshippers in

TUE SPIRIT OF WORSHIP,
and though there is something of specialty in our
meeting, it Is purely religious in its character.
We represent here tho aggressive agency of our
Church; our object is the propagation of
the Gospel among multitudes who are per¬
ishing for the waut thereof." lie then intro¬
duced Bishop Foster, a former pastor and now
oue or the superintendents of the church. In open¬
ing lie said he agreed with Bishop Janes that the
meeting was profoundly religious in its character.
He then referred to the spirit or selfishness as the
besetting sin of humanity. It Is, he said, the very
essence and root of all sin, and is the last form of
it from which the heart is purged. It is a seeminganomaly that even those Christians which have
the highest work of grace within them are tine-
tu red with it, and tuis leads Christians to fail to
realize what their real duty is, though when once
tliouroughly convinced wherein it lies they arc
swift and energetic in its accomplishment, lie
then reterrcd to the

OBJECT OF TIIE SOCIETY
and proceeded to demonstrate tho need of Its
labors. lie showed how the ciiurches of the city
were Inadequate to the accommodation ol all, and,
if they were, there were thousands who could not
be prevailed upon to attend them and who must,
therefore, be reached In another way. The need
once being admitted the question arose, By whom
must the society be sustained In its labors? Mani¬
festly by tue Church, and by Its members who con¬
stituted that Church. The responsibility is upon us
and we cannot shirk it; the mandate to preach
the Gospel to all nations is obligatory upon all.
To carry out the labors of the society money Is
required.not simply thousands, bat hundreds of
thousands.and these expenses must be paid by
the Church. Those to whom we go will not pay ;
Christ does not expect it of them, but of his chil¬
dren. He represented the wealth of the member¬
ship of the Church In the city as from twenty mil¬
lion of dollars down to absolute poverty, and ar¬
gued that In the proper performance of their du¬
ties every one should contribute according to his
means. He closed with a fervent appeal to God to
open the hearts of l.is people.
Bishop Janes then announced General Flak, of

St. Louis. This gentleman baa long been inte¬
rested in

TTTE WORK OP EYANC.ELIZATIOS
in the larger cities, and his appeals for help to
carry on the labors ot the society were earnest ami
eloquent. lie said the census showed that nearly
one-fourth of our population was In the large cities.
In 134 of these cities there were 8,000,000 of
inhabitants. In New York there were 200,000 Irish
and 150,000 Germans, who brought with them the
ideas aud traditions of the Old World. He urged
the necessity of carrying the Gospel to those who
would not attend the churches, and of contributing
of our means for the accomplishment of this end.
The presiding officer then announced that a col¬

lection would be taken up, and those who were not
prepared to contribute as much as they desired
would find slips or paper in their pews upon which
they could subscribe.

SECOND STREET CHURCH.
Sermon by the Rev, Dr. Aston~" Elec¬
tions, their Purity and Mcanlng"»A
Lesson for Politician*.
Last eveulng the pastor of tho Methodist Episco¬

pal church in Second street, the Rev. Henry Aston,
delivered an address upon "The Election, Its Re¬
sults and Lessons." The learned and fluent
speaker commenced his oration by commenting
upon the uncertainty of all things mundane. Ho
elucidated in a manner worthy of the
highest commendation tho mysteries and
science of "voting," and then drew a clear
deduction by which all men may learn and become
wise. It was one thing, said the preacher, to have
sympathies, donbts and tenets; it was another to
believe implicitly. We may have faith and confi¬
dence in a man. may be fully willing to uphold him,
even In our honesty, yet, In the midst or this, our
absolute Ignorance, we forget God aud pay

A PASSING TRIBUTE
to Baal, while adoration of the Diet/ Is altogether
neglected.

Durius? the last few weeks, remarked Mr. Aston,
there has boon a fierce conflict waging In this city.
It has not been, as many may deem It, a mere wordy
warfare; it has been a signal victory for those
who have contended agninst slavery and upheld
the freedom 01 nations; it has been a death-blow
to anarchy and tyranny. Now, In the pleasant
time of peace, when the ploughshare supplies the
place of the sword and the BJtig ol tho woodlark
drowns

TITH ECHO OP CAKNOM,
let us join hands In peaceiui friendship, and, g.iz-
iuu tow aids tho over azure sklua. thank our I'autor

Master that the evil day* nave passed and thehalcyon era has at lout arrived.

SUNDAY IK BROOKLYN.
The Rev. Henry Ward Beecher's Weekly Instal¬
ment ofEloquence.The Aaeetie and the Prac¬
tical.Talmaye On the Commercial E: 'a-
tiona of the Soul with God.The Moral
Market*.The Lost Stock Exchange.

PLYMOUTH CHURCH.
Mr. Beechrr Preaehei on the Viu of the
Idral. V Can tidoialion of (he Trouble*
and D-lfHeulties Arising from Ita Um-
tvluc Use.
The first scow of Winter fringing the sidewalk

and the roofs of the houses witli ita mantle of un¬
sullied whiteness, and the cold blast 01 the north
Wind, did not prevent the street* be.ug lined jre»>
terday morning with a long procession of church¬
goers, all wending their way, with gleesome face*
and their best clothing, to their respective house*
of worship. I'lymouth church had its usual crowd,
filling every nook and coincr.
Mr. needier preached the second of a course of

Sunday morning sermons "on the use of the ideal."
ills U'Xt was selected froia the First Epistle ol Paul
to the Corinthians, the first chapter, the twenty-

be veiitli and twenty-eighth verses:."Hut Ood hath
chosen the foolish things of the world to confound
the wise, and Ood hath cuoscn the weak things of
the world to confound the things which arc mighty,
and base things of the world and thlugs whicli mo
despised hath liod chosen, yea, and things which
are not, to bring to might things which are."
Mr. Deecher set out with a reference to the

criticisms ol commentators on the things seen and
unseen, as hinted at in the above passage. Ho
then defined faith as that

FAR-SIGI1TKDNBS8
which lies outside the things that are. The work¬
ing lorce of faith was the intellect quickened by
imagination. He then devoted himself to- the more
Immediate subject of h s discourse, which was tho
consideration of some or the dlillcuLies and trou¬
bles that arise from the unwise use of the ideal.
There was, first, the unwise and ruthless dismem¬
berment of the real from the ideal. Any form that
our ideal took must, to bo useful to us, take into
its conception the fact of the real. No man-in tho
portrayal of passion, for example, could afford to
leave out tlio fact of anger and certain phases of
passion. The ideal apple must neve become a
pumpkin. The ideal palace must always have for
Its root the idea of a hous,;. in total m'islo
a man must uever lose sight of tho elements of mu¬
sical correct sounds. The world lias lor o.ouo yearsbeen in labor pains in trying to pericct from its con¬
sciousness the ideal man, or a perfect manhood.
In working this out the passions and the appetites
01 men, which arc lioa's picscnce in man lor the
complete accomplishment 01 liis work In him,have not been so lully considered as they should
be. The important specialty of this idea is lound in
the history ol the individual. Men seemed at ono
time to be alraid of supposing that Christian char¬
acter had nny naturalness iu it. In my day it was
dccund presumptuous to apply the principles of
natural philosophy to a portrayal of a solution of
this character. Thus It was that

or the men whose seraphic spirit, whose wondrous
natural capacity, united with the action 01' divine
grace, had left their mark upon the ages, were
held up to the halting, striving, erring ClKistian us
the character ho must attain to it lie would realize
all the blessings ol' a better lite. All that was just
as reasonable a though he were to go Into a publio
school and tell all the children who could sing that
they must bo young Heethovens and young Mo¬
zart*. A greater mistake even thau this was mado
inputting this ideal of Christian character before
people. There was not ouly the specialty insisted
upon, as in

THE IDEAL MUSICIAN,
but a character with all the virtues, all the graces,
were out lie.ore you, and it was insisted that that
character must be realized. It was leaving out o(
the requirement the lact that some in n are not
born lor the creating or embodiment of moral
Ideas that resulted in much mischief. There are
just as many gradations in moral creations as there
are in intellectual. If auy man had the idea that
to be a religious man he must be a man who is to
walk in n. high loftiness above his leilOWS, and that
he was the man who was to receivo angels, if they
came, then he had an ideal that was a very tor¬
menting one, and no scorpion lrom the pit could
produce more torture. Now, I respect Cal-
vanlsm, but Its tendency has been very
prejudicial. 01 the one hundred men it has beea
influential in turning toward a consideration of re¬
ligion It has turned seventy-live o! them away lrom
it. Far be it from me to say that you should not
have an ideal. Hut the raau should really know
what it is. If you could have a bill of Items of this
ideal you would see that the stock lay very
largely in

PLB9U AND BLOOD.
Yon must not treat every man as thongh ho had

a Cotinna brow and a soul-lit eye. That would be
as though you were to put the clothing of a tall
man on to a small man; or that which
would be still more perceptible, the clothing
of a small man upon a very tall man.
The Bible is the most human of alt
books. Where is there a higher ideal than that
which Christ lifts up r liut what tenderness there
Is in it to humanity. What significance there is in
the saying that the "publican and the harlot shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven beiore the
Pharisee and the rich man." It Is & foolish use of
ideals when it tends to throw discontent upon our
lives. Neither must we have an ideal that is fas¬
tidious and refuses to have anything but the high¬
est. Asceticism has its weak side; the time la
coining when the Church can afford to be rich. The
time will come when men can atTord to live in large
spheres of beauty, of leisure, or fullness of being, of
the complete enjoyment of all that Is in the wo.ld.

TALMAGE'3 TABEENAOLE.
The WMe Spiritual Merchant . Start*
ling Spiritual Insolvency.Guarding
Against the Burglars ot the Soul.-Ne¬
cessity of Watching the Moral Mar¬
kets.The Government and the Gold
Gamblers of Wall Street . The La»t
Stoclc Exchange.
Mr. Talmage discoursed yesterday morning on

the wise spiritual merchant. Tlio Tabernacle was
crowded. Tlie overture to "William Tell" was Mr.
Morgan's opening performance on the great organ,
and the services began as asual, with the singing
of the doxology.
Mr. Talmagc'a text was from Proverbs xxlii. 23.

"Buy tho truth and sell it not." In the first place,
he said, the wise spiritual merchant would not neg¬
lect to take an account of stock. Once a year
all the goods must be handled, and
once a year the business man wants to
know how much capital he has. He reviewed the
books, wrote them up, and drew out on a lair
balance sheet all Ills worldly circumstances. In
other words, he looked over all the aiTairs or the
year to see how he stood. Ought we not to be just
as scrutinizing In matters ot the soul f Why, the
Rothschilds or the Stewarts never did business of
such infinite importance as that going on in the
heart of every man and woman in that audience.
There were the goods.the faculties aud energies
and passions of your soul. There were the liabil¬
ities to temptation, to danger and death. Could it
be that we had not taken

AN ACCOUNT OF STOCK
and had been running this tremendous business
for eternity without drawing out our aifairs on a
balance sheet? True such a review was not pleas¬
ant, neither did any mendicant find it pleasant to
take account of stock. It was just as unpleasant
to review our spiritual condition. The fact was we
were insolvent! We had been running this busi¬
ness of the soul so poorly that we had to be wound
up. We could not pay one cent on a dollar. We
could noi answer for one or ten thousaud of oar
transgressions. There was never in worldly attaint
such

A MISERABLE FA1LIRB IN WALT, STRRKT
nor State street as we Had made in spiritual atfaire.
Wo owed God everything. Sometimes, when a man
was thoroughly cornered in business and sat dis¬
couraged, there came a rap at the door and an old
lriend entered who got him out of his embarrass¬
ment. Just so while we sat down disheartened on
account of our sin, feeling there was no hope,
Christ rapped at the door and asked wiiat we
wanted to bring us out of these disasters. We
answered, "We want pardon, peace and the eter¬
nal salvation of the Uospel.'' Jesus sai l, "There it
is," and now we did business on an infinite capita?.
Now all the banks of eternity were ready with their
loans, and we had on the paper the name of tho
King.
The wise uplrltual merchant, eontiuued the

preacher, would be on his
OCAKl) AGAINST BrRflLARA!

Would to God that we were as wise in regard to
spiritual burglaries! There were a thousand temp¬
tations and iniluences aronnd about our soul's
safety, ready to blow it nn or blast it; ready to
shove the bolt and steal the infinite and immortal
treasure. Look out for burglars. Here was a thiel
stealing our Christian faith, ami it was very easy
to lose if, but not so easy to get it back airain.
lie re was another temptation 'rylng to steal our
patience, putting something explosive In our tem¬
per and trying to blow it. up; temptation to prldaand self-indulgence and neglect of the great things
of eternity, nude up a gang of desperadoes that
had broken out or

THE JAIL OK HELL
and were prowling around our souls, trying to
take u.i captive aud atual ita treasure, and In tbn


